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1.2 LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL  

Dear Esteemed Delegates, 

 

It is with great honor and excitement that I welcome you all to the second edition of 
TEKMUN. As the Secretary General, I am truly proud to witness the gathering of bright, 
passionate and globally minded individuals who are ready to discuss, debate and shape 
solutions to the pressing issues of our time. 

TEKMUN was founded with a vision and to create a platform where ideas meet diplomacy, 
and where every delegate finds their voice. This year we aim to uphold that vision by 
providing a conference that not only challenges your intellect but also inspires collaboration, 
empathy and leadership. 

Each committee has been carefully designed to reflect the diversity and complexity of 
international relations. From humanitarian crises to global security, TEKMUN’25 invites you 
to think critically, speak confidently and act diplomatically. 

 

I extend my deepest gratitude to our dedicated Secretariat, Organizing Team and our 
Academic Team for their endless efforts in bringing this conference to life. To our delegates, I 
wish you fruitful debates, new friendships and unforgettable experiences. May TEKMUN’25 
be a milestone in your MUN journey and a reminder that your voice matters. 

 

Warm regards,  

Sıla Bayram  

Secretary General of TEKMUN’25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1.2 LETTER FROM THE UNDER-SECRETARY GENERAL  

 

Dear Delegates, 

It is my distinct honor to welcome you to the Area 51 Committee at TEKMUN'25. Your 
participation in this crisis committee represents a unique opportunity to engage deeply with 
high-stakes decision-making on one of the most intriguing and complex topics in modern 
history. 

As a crisis committee, the Area 51 Committee demands not only active debate but also 
careful preparation and strategic thinking. It is imperative that you thoroughly read and 
understand the study guide provided. The study guide is more than a preparatory document; it 
is the key to navigating the scenarios, crises, and challenges you will encounter. Every detail 
included has been designed to equip you with the context necessary to make informed, 
impactful decisions. 

I urge you to study the guide thoughtfully, reflecting on the historical, political, and 
technological aspects of Area 51. A complete understanding of every element of this 
committee will allow you to respond effectively to crises, collaborate successfully with 
fellow delegates, and contribute meaningfully to the committee’s outcomes. 

I warmly welcome each of you to the Area 51 Committee at TEKMUN'25. Your dedication, 
insight, and strategic thinking will be essential as we navigate the challenges and 
complexities of this unique crisis committee. 

Sincerely,​
 Elmas Candali​
 Under-Secretary-General​
 

 
 
2. INTRODUCTION TO THE COMMITTEE  
 

The Area 51 Committee is a specialized crisis body designed to explore and address the 
strategic and scientific obscurities surrounding one of the most secretive and controversial 
facilities in modern history. Unlike conventional Model UN committees, this body operates 
through a directive-based structure, prioritizing rapid decision-making, crisis management, 
and real-time policy formation over traditional resolutions. 

Delegates will embody key scientific, military, and governmental figures, each holding 
unique intelligence, responsibilities, and agendas. Throughout the sessions, participants are 

 



expected to navigate layers of secrecy, ethical dilemmas, and geopolitical tension as they 
uncover and respond to the unfolding crises related to Area 51. 

While debate and formal speeches will occur to facilitate communication and persuasion, the 
committee’s primary mechanism will revolve around directives— concise, action-oriented 
documents that determine the committee’s immediate response to evolving scenarios. 
Delegates will be challenged to balance national interest, scientific integrity, and global 
security, making critical decisions under time.pressure. 

The goal of the Area 51 Committee is not only to simulate crisis diplomacy but also to test 
the limits of information control, technological advancement, and the moral boundaries of 
scientific discovery. In doing so, delegates will engage in one of the most dynamic and 
intellectually demanding simulations of strategic secrecy and scientific uncertainty ever 
conducted in a Model United Nations environment. 

 
2.1 INTRODUCTION TO THE AGENDA ITEM  
 
Area 51, a secret U.S Air Force military installation located at Groom Lake in southern 
Nevada. It is administered by Edwards Air Force Base in Southern California. The 
installation has been the focus of numerous conspiracies involving extraterrestrial life, 
though its only confirmed use is as a flight testing facility. 
 
 
For years, there was speculation about the installation, especially amid growing reports of 
UFO sightings in the vicinity. The site became known as Area 51, which was its 
designation on maps of the Atomic Energy Commission. Conspiracy theories gained 
support in the late 1980s, when a man who claimed to have worked at the installation 
claimed that the government was examining recovered alien spacecraft.  
 
In 2013, the U.S. government officially acknowledged the existence of Area 51. That 
year, the National Security Archive at the George Washington University obtained 
through the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) a formerly classified CIA document that 
chronicled the history of the U-2 spy plane; a heavily redacted version had previously 
been released in 1998. According to the report, in 1955, the remote site—which included 
an airfield not used by the military since World War II —was selected in order to test the 
U-2. Test flights of that spy plane, and subsequent aircraft, accounted for many of the 
UFO sightings in the area; the U-2 could reach altitudes much higher than any other 
planes at the time. After the U-2 was put into service in 1956, Area 51 was used to 
develop other aircraft, including the A-12 (also known as OXCART) reconnaissance 
plane and the stealth fighter F-117 Nighthawk. 
 
 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Atomic-Energy-Commission-United-States-organization
https://www.britannica.com/topic/conspiracy-theory
https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-II


 
 

2.2 COLD WAR AND AREA 51 

Area 51’s story cannot be separated from the Cold War, the tense geopolitical struggle 
between the United States and the Soviet Union that shaped global affairs after World War II. 
In a world divided by ideology, both powers competed to prove their dominance through 
military strength, global influence, and technological progress. The fear of a Soviet surprise 
attack and the uncertainty surrounding its nuclear capabilities pushed the United States to 
invest heavily in intelligence and surveillance technology. Area 51 became a central part of 
this effort, serving as a top-secret center for developing reconnaissance systems that could 
reveal what was happening behind the Iron Curtain. 

The intelligence gathered through these programs was vital during major Cold War crises 
such as the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962, when U.S. surveillance confirmed the presence of 
Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba, and during the Vietnam War, when American technological 
superiority became a key strategic tool. Spy planes, satellites, and radar systems developed 
under the secrecy of Area 51 allowed the United States to monitor Soviet missile sites, 
military movements, and nuclear tests without open confrontation. 

Beyond its military importance, Area 51 symbolized the psychological and political nature of 
the Cold War, a conflict fought through espionage, secrecy, and innovation rather than direct 
warfare. The base embodied the anxiety, distrust, and competition that defined relations 
between Washington and Moscow. Its operations reflected the belief that information was the 
ultimate weapon, a way to prevent surprise, maintain balance, and preserve power in an age 
of constant suspicion. 

 
2.3 PURPOSE AND SECRECY OF AREA 51  
 
Area 51 was created during the Cold War between the US and the Soviet Union as a testing 
and development facility for aircraft, including the U-2 and SR-71 Blackbird reconnaissance 
planes. 
 
Although it opened in 1955, its existence was only officially acknowledged by the CIA in 
August 2013.  
 
Four months after the CIA's disclosure, President Obama became the first US president to 
mention Area 51 publicly. 
 
 

 



 
 
The Nevada desert hides one of America’s biggest secrets: Area 51, the test site for the 
world’s most advanced espionage programs.  

The CIA, the Atomic Energy Commission, and other government departments have 
used the site since 1955 for top-secret nuclear tests, drone trials, and testing spy planes 
that fly at three times the speed of sound for 3,000 miles without refueling.  

The site is so secretive that the CIA didn’t even admit it existed until 2013. Area 51 is 
northwest of Las Vegas and part of a sprawling 368,000-acre military complex that 
includes the Nevada Test Site, established for nuclear weapons tests, and the Nevada 
Test and Training Range for flight tests and target practice. 

The airspace above is restricted, and the base is strictly off-limits to uninvited visitors, 
triggering conspiracy theories about what, exactly, the US is hiding behind the 
warning signs, armed guards, and electronic surveillance.  

 



 

3. The CIA’s history with Area 51 

Back in 1955, the CIA needed a base to test the prototype for its U-2 Spy Planes.. The spies 
wanted a remote area, easily accessible by air and with fine weather year-round. It had to 
accommodate a large number of people, be equipped with fuel storage facilities, and close to 
an Air Force installation, and be able to contain a runway at least 8,000 feet long. Southern 
Nevada fits the bill.  

The base became known as Area 51, its designation on old Atomic Energy Commission 
maps. 

The CIA initially tested its single-seater U-2 spy jet, which could fly at 70,000 feet, monitor 
electronic emissions, and photograph territory deep inside the Soviet Union, China, and other 
Cold War enemy countries.  

 



 

The U-2 Spy Planes at Area 51 

The U-2 remained a secret source of intelligence gathering until 1960, when pilot Francis 
Gary Powers was shot down over the Soviet Union. Powers was later returned to the US in a 
swap for Soviet spy Rudolf Abel, a story told in Steven Spielberg’s Bridge of Spies.​
​
The once top-secret plane remained in use, however. During the Cuban Missile Crisis, U-2 
photographs confirmed the presence of Soviet nuclear-armed missiles in Cuba, and the jet has 
since been used for battlefield reconnaissance and surveillance. It was also put to good use 
when a Chinese Spy Balloon. Sailed into Canadian and US airspace in early 2023.​
​
There’s no plan to retire the U-2 fleet. In fact, the Air Force flight tested and upgraded the jets 
in 2020 with high-powered cameras that provide more precise, long-range tracking of 
stationary or moving targets, according to Lockheed Martin. 

 



 

Area 51 & spy planes  

Area 51 has also been used to test the U-2’s successor, the A-12 Oxcart, a high-altitude, Mach 
3+ reconnaissance aircraft designed to avoid Soviet Union air defenses during the Cold War. 
At least six US spy planes have been developed at the base, including the F-117 Nighthawk 
stealth fighter jets used in Afghanistan and Iraq, but Area 51 isn’t just for testing jets and 
pilots.  

Declassified CIA documents show that under a project codenamed “have doughnut,” the US 
Air Force obtained a Soviet MiG-21 jet fighter when an Iraqi pilot defected to Israel. Area 51 
staff reverse-engineered the Mach 2 jet to see how it performed in contrast to US fighters. 

The base is still used today as a training and testing ground for the US Air Force, with an 
estimated staff of 1,500 (reportedly flown back and forth to work every day from Las Vegas 
on a secret airline). Photos taken by a Cessna 150 private pilot, Gabriel Zeifman, who flew 
over Area 51 in 2020, reveal a massive hangar being built next to one believed to have 
housed the F-117 Nighthawks.​
​
‍ The Drive’s ‘war zone’ editor, Tyler Rogoway, speculated that the size of the hangar could 

 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/dryden/pdf/88796main_YF-12.pdf
https://www.airforce-technology.com/projects/f117/
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/36698/sprawling-new-hangar-facility-at-area-51-points-to-the-arrival-of-the-drone-swarm


mean the US military is creating space for a fleet of unmanned combat aircraft designed to fly 
together in a collective swarm. “The arrangement would allow for a large group of drones to 
park outside of the view of satellites and out of the weather on one side, with the hangars in 
the center working as pass-through servicing bays for preparing them for another flight, and 
then moving them to the other side to await a launch en masse on their next mission.” 

 

Nuclear weapons and deadly secrets 

The Manhattan Project, the code name for the mother of all black operations, was a top-secret 
World War II research project to produce the atomic bomb. The US, with the help of Canada 
and Britain, created a nuclear weapon, but they needed space to develop it. New Mexico and 
later Nevada would prove to be ideal.  

Nuclear testing at Area 51’s Nevada Test Site officially began in 1951 with the detonation of 
Shot Able, a one-kiloton bomb. By 1992, the US government had conducted more than 1,000 
nuclear tests, according to the US Atomic Heritage Foundation. About 100 of the tests were 
atmospheric, with the rest underground. 

 



Test facilities for nuclear rockets and ramjet engines were also used up to the early 1970s. 
The Atomic Energy Commission originally intended Area 51 to be used for quick 
experiments conducted with small-scale nuclear bombs.  

“The results ideally would then lead to the development of bigger atomic bombs and 
advanced thermonuclear weapons. In reality, large-scale atmospheric tests became common 
and lasted for nearly 12 years,” the Foundation said. ​
‍ 

Radiation leaks  

Area 51 tests are a risky business. Operation Plumbob was a series of 30 nuclear tests 
designed to improve weapons and conduct biomedical experiments. Plumbbob released 
radioiodine (I-131) into the atmosphere, and about 3,000 servicemen were exposed to high 
levels of radiation during the ‘Smoky’ test. 

It wasn’t the only accident. During the space race in the 1950s, the US was considering 
whether to build a nuclear-powered, space-based missile launch system outside the Earth's 
atmosphere that could fire missiles into the Soviet Union, according to Annie Jacobsen, 
author of Area 51: An Uncensored History. Although the space weapons program didn’t go 
ahead, the US tested a rocket to see if it could work, spewing radiation into the air. Jacobson 
told NPR that during one incident, a 148-pound chunk of radioactive debris landed in a 
subparcel of Area 51, an area that was then declared off-limits to humans for six weeks - even 
if they wore hazmat suits. 

According to the Department of Energy, Area 51’s mission is wider than working on spy 
planes and weapon testing. It also has a mandate to apply ‘environmental restoration 
techniques’ to areas affected by nuclear testing; manage low-level and mixed radioactive 
waste; investigate demilitarization and counter-proliferation technology; assist the 
Department of Defense on ‘special’ activities, and operate a hazardous materials spill test 
center.​
​
Whether any of the 'special' activities involve aliens isn’t specified. 

 



 

Area 51’s UFO links 

One of Area 51’s many mysteries is how the spooky military base became a magnet for UFO 
conspiracy theorists and people convinced it is home to an underground laboratory where 
spaceships -and perhaps even extraterrestrials- are hidden away. The Roswell, New Mexico, 
crash in 1947 certainly fueled the legend. While the US military initially said a flying saucer 
had landed, the statement was later corrected to say a weather balloon had crashed down in a 
thunderstorm.  

Too late, the genie was out of the bottle. Witnesses came forward reporting alien sightings 
and shared stories about spacecraft wreckage brought to the military base near Area 51 as 
part of the cover-up. Some folks claimed to have been abducted, others recalled being 
operated on by Martians. All seemingly returned to Earth to tell their story.  

Area 51's alien ties have likely been useful to the intelligence agencies, a harmless distraction 
from news about radioactive fallout and weapons testing. But in 2019, when 2 million people 
announced on Facebook that they planned to storm Area 51, the military made it clear that 

 



trespassing wasn’t an option: Area 51 "is an open training range for the US Air Force, and we 
would discourage anyone from trying to come into the area where we train American armed 
forces”.​
​
In case that wasn’t enough, the USAF added: "The US Air Force always stands ready to 
protect America and its assets." 

3.1 CIA INVOLVEMENT AND COVERT OPERATIONS 

Since 2011, the ICRC has been engaged in debates about autonomous weapons 
systems, holding international expert meetings with States and independent experts in March 
2014 and March 2016 
 
 contributing to discussions at the United Nations 
Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) since 2014 
 
The ICRC's position is that States must establish limits on autonomy in weapons 
systems to ensure compliance with international humanitarian law and other applicable 
International law, and to satisfy ethical concerns. It has called on States to determine 
where these limits should be placed by assessing the type and degree of human control 
required in the use of autonomous weapon systems (broadly defined as weapons with 
autonomy in their critical functions of selecting and attacking targets) for legal compliance 
and ethical acceptability. 
 
As part of continuing reflections, the ICRC convened a two-day round-table meeting 
with independent experts to consider the ethical issues raised by autonomous weapon systems 
and the ethical dimension of the requirement for human control over weapon systems and the 
use of force. 
 
" This report summarizes discussions at the meeting, 
supplemented by additional research. The report highlights key themes and conclusions from 
the perspective of the ICRC, and these do not necessarily reflect the views of the participants. 
 
For the ICRC, the fundamental question at the heart of ethical discussions is whether, 
irrespective of compliance with international law, the principles of humanity and the 
dictates of the public conscience can allow human decision-making on the use of force to be 
effectively substituted with computer-controlled processes, and life-and-death decisions to be 
ceded to machines.  
  
The ICRC's concerns reflect the sense of deep discomfort over the idea of any weapon system 
that places the use of force beyond 
human control. 
 

 



" And yet, important questions remain: at what point have decisions 
effectively, or functionally, been delegated to machines? What type and degree of 
Human control is required, and under which circumstances, to satisfy ethical concerns? 
 
These are questions with profound implications for the future of warfare and humanity, and 
all States, as well as the military, scientists, industry, civil society, and the public, have a stake 
in determining the answers. 
 
 

3.1 ENTRANCE CRITIC IN AREA 51  

Trying to enter Area 51  

Although entrance to the official site requires an invitation from the upper echelons of the 
U.S. military, Area 51 continues to attract visitors hoping to catch a glimpse of the unknown. 
The Lil A’le’lnn, a popular themed diner and motel twelve miles from Area 51, estimates 
they receive between a hundred and 500 visitors a day in the summer, with roughly half 
making their way to the base entrance gate. “But we’re busy year-round,” the inn’s assistant 
manager said.  ​
 ​
The number of earthly visitors spiked in 2019 when an interview with Lazar on a popular 
podcast inspired a ‘storm 51’ event, in which several thousand people showed up in the desert 
to look for evidence of aliens. It ultimately morphed into a festival celebrating all things 
alien. However, it’s wise not to get too close to the site itself. The airspace above is a no-fly 
zone, and armed guards and thousands of CCTV cameras monitor the perimeter of the base.   

If unwelcome guests make it past security, legal consequences swiftly follow. In 2019, two 
YouTubers found trespassing inside the base were apprehended and originally sentenced to a 
year in jail before the sentence was suspended. In the end, they were each fined $2,280 and 
spent three days in jail.  ​
 ​
“My feeling was, you're going into a place that is restricted, and it says so, and everybody 
knows it's restricted, and so I didn't consider it a trivial matter,”​ explains Chris Arabia, who 
was the Nye County District Attorney at the time. “We were trying to come up with 
something fair but also recognized the gravity of the situation.”   

Signs at the site also warn that the guards are authorized to use deadly force if necessary.  

The search for aliens outside Area 51  

If scientists at NASA were to detect extraterrestrial intelligence, they don’t have an official 
protocol in place to guide them on the next steps, according to NASA's astrobiology division. 
However, the researchers with SETI do—and it doesn’t involve Area 51.  

 

https://www.vox.com/2019/9/19/20857221/storm-area-51-aliens-ufos-meme-myth-lore-history-bob-lazar-explained
https://www.vox.com/culture/2019/9/27/20879010/storm-area-51-alienstock-event-photos


According to SETI’s protocol, the first step would be to verify the findings with other 
independent observatories and organizations around the world. Once other scientists 
confirmed the evidence, they would then hold a press conference to share their discovery 
with the public. No top-secret security clearance needed.   

 

“We would share the nature of the phenomena we detected, say this is where it came from, 
this is how far away it is, and that this warrants more study,” says Diamond.  

As for SETI’s search for ET, Diamond says they’re not looking to Nevada for clues. For him, 
the rumors of stashed spacecraft wreckage are inconceivable. “If you think about a 
civilization with the technology to bring hardware and/or biology to Earth, the likelihood that 
they would be incompetent enough to crash land anywhere on the planet is absolutely zero,” 
he says.   

"All UFO observations or sightings have one thing in common: a hundred percent of them are 
a result of an accidental observation. Not one of them has ever been the result of an actual, 
engineered, and developed experiment or observational program to observe, look for, study, 
evaluate, and characterize these phenomena," explains Diamond. "We would not say that it is 
impossible that there's alien technology in our airspace, but there's no evidence for it that 
we're aware of.”  

UFO sightings continue  

Even without setting foot onto the base, people around the world continue to report 
remarkable sightings of mysterious flying objects.  

In 2004, off the coast of California, military personnel witnessed a smooth, oblong craft, 
nicknamed “Tic-Tac,” drop from 60,000 feet to just above the ocean waves in mere seconds, 
then zoom off at shocking speeds. One radar technician saw it with his own eyes and said it 
glowed.   

With so many sightings of UFOs—or Unidentified Anomalous Phenomena (UAPs), as they 
are now officially referred to—by military personnel, the federal government has a long 
history of documenting and studying UAPs, stretching back to nearly the end of WWII. This 
legacy is ongoing.   

In 2022, the Office of the U.S. The Defense Department created the latest team tasked with 
investigating and documenting UAP sightings: the all-domain Anomaly Resolution Office 
(AARO). With authority to review highly classified information, they accept reports by 
current or former U.S. Government employees, service members, or contractor personnel. 
Based on their investigations, common causes of UAP sightings include high-altitude 
balloons, satellites, and unmanned drones. ARRO says they don’t have any proof of 
extraterrestrial technology, but that they will “follow the science wherever it leads.”  

 



As for Area 51, as more video recordings of unidentified aircraft come to light, some bear 
resemblance to those described by Bob Lazar in 1989, like the “Tic-Tac” UAP. Despite wide 
disbelief, Lazar continues to share his story in interviews and documentaries today. , 

 

4. US GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT AND SECRECY POLICIES  

 

Some people think the U.S. government cannot keep secrets and that information always 
leaks to the public. While some classified information does get leaked, highly sensitive 
intelligence programs are extremely well protected. Programs like those at Area 51 fall under 
Special Access Programs (SAPs) or Controlled Access Programs (CAPs), which are even 
stricter than Top Secret. Only carefully vetted people with a need-to-know can access these 
programs, and breaking the rules can lead to long prison sentences. 

These programs often have limited oversight. Some are even kept hidden from Congress and 
the public, known as “black” programs, with funding hidden in other budget items. To protect 
secrecy, the government sometimes uses cover stories, front companies, or unrelated 
programs to hide the real purpose, like how NASA’s Discoverer program was used to hide the 
Corona spy satellites. 

There are even more secret programs called waived SAPs, which may not be reported to 
Congress at all. Some of these programs, like the NSA’s Stellar Wind, are visible only to a 
very small group of top officials. Overall, these practices show that the U.S. government is 
very effective at keeping its most sensitive intelligence and weapons programs secret, 
sometimes for decades. 

 

4.1 Ethical Boundaries in Military and Scientific Research 

Ethical boundaries in scientific and military research represent the invisible yet essential rules 
that separate responsible innovation from moral transgression. These boundaries define what 
researchers should and should not do when exploring new technologies, weapons, or 
experimental procedures. The purpose of ethics in science is to ensure that knowledge serves 
humanity rather than endangering it. Without ethical control, progress may become 
harmful—especially in areas where secrecy, power, and advanced technology intersect, such 
as military aerospace research. 

In general, ethical principles followed in research and development are built upon five 
universal values: 

1.​ Integrity and honesty – data and findings must not be falsified or hidden.​
 

 



2.​ Non-maleficence – research should avoid causing harm to humans, animals, or the 
environment.​
 

3.​ Beneficence – scientific advancement must aim to bring benefit to society.​
 

4.​ Justice – the risks and benefits of research should be fairly distributed.​
 

5.​ Respect for autonomy – individuals have the right to make informed decisions about 
participation in experiments.​
 

These rules originated after the tragic lessons of the 20th century, when unethical experiments 
on humans led to the creation of the Nuremberg Code (1947) and the Belmont Report (1979). 
Both documents emphasized the necessity of informed consent, voluntary participation, and 
the minimization of risk. Every modern researcher, engineer, and policymaker is ethically 
obliged to follow these standards regardless of political or military context. 

However, when science becomes linked to national defense or aerospace innovation, 
maintaining these principles grows more difficult. Military research often operates under 
strict secrecy—classified laboratories, restricted communication, and limited external 
oversight. This confidentiality may be justified for security reasons, yet it also allows moral 
ambiguity to flourish. For example, projects involving new aircraft, drones, or surveillance 
systems may conceal environmental damage, radiation exposure, or human experimentation, 
all justified under the banner of “security.” 

Another dilemma arises from the dual-use nature of technology. A single invention can serve 
both peaceful and destructive purposes: satellite imaging may advance scientific discovery 
but also enable military spying; artificial intelligence may help navigation, yet be converted 
into autonomous weapon systems. Ethically, scientists must predict such consequences and 
assess whether their research could lead to harm or oppression. According to the Menlo 
Report and similar guidelines, responsible innovation requires continuous ethical evaluation 
during every phase of research, not only after results are achieved. 

Furthermore, the militarization of science challenges the independence of researchers. 
Funding from defense agencies or secret institutions can pressure scientists to prioritize 
political goals over humanitarian values. This dependence often restricts open publication, 
discourages ethical review, and fosters a culture where secrecy is rewarded more than 
transparency. In aerospace engineering, for instance, projects developing stealth aircraft, 
experimental propulsion, or new weapons systems are rarely subject to civilian ethical 
assessment—even though their consequences may affect global safety and environmental 
stability. 

The most notable example of these ethical tensions is Area 51, the highly classified United 
States Air Force facility in Nevada. Officially, it serves as a testing ground for experimental 
aircraft and defense technologies, but its secrecy has fueled decades of moral and scientific 

 



controversy. During the Cold War, Area 51 became the site for testing the U-2 and A-12 spy 
planes, pioneering achievements in aerospace innovation. Yet behind this technological 
success lay major ethical questions: How far can a government go in hiding information from 
its citizens? Who ensures that experiments on humans or hazardous materials respect safety 
standards if no external inspection is allowed? 

Declassified reports and testimonies from former employees suggest that, during certain 
testing programs, workers were exposed to toxic substances, extreme radiation, and 
psychological stress without being fully informed of the risks. Some accounts even claim that 
psychological or biomedical experiments were carried out to test the limits of human 
endurance in high-altitude or radiation-dense environments. Although these claims remain 
partly unverified, they raise a valid ethical alarm. Such acts, if true, violate the principles of 
informed consent, human dignity, and beneficence that are central to all ethical frameworks. 

Moreover, the rumored human-experimentation activities at Area 51 illustrate the darker side 
of scientific secrecy: when information is completely restricted, ethical accountability 
disappears. No independent oversight, no public discussion, and no participant protection can 
exist in absolute secrecy. This situation demonstrates that the greater the confidentiality of 
research, the higher the ethical responsibility of those involved. 

Finally, the Area 51 debate reflects a broader philosophical question: Can science remain 
moral under military command? Innovation aimed at defense is not inherently unethical, but 
when driven solely by competition or fear, it risks dehumanizing both researchers and 
subjects. True ethical research must maintain compassion, transparency, and respect even 
under secrecy. It must recognize that the pursuit of knowledge never justifies the exploitation 
of people. 

 

 

 

 



4.2 National Security vs. Public Transparency 

 

Area 51 is a prime example of how the U.S. government balances national security with 
public transparency. According to Paweł Laidler, many intelligence and defense programs are 
kept highly secret because revealing them could compromise critical operations, national 
defense, or intelligence-gathering methods. These programs, often classified above Top 
Secret and controlled through Special Access Programs, are accessible only to carefully 
vetted personnel on a strict need-to-know basis. While secrecy is necessary for protecting 
sensitive technologies and maintaining strategic advantages, it also limits public oversight 
and accountability. Laidler points out that this creates a tension between government secrecy 
and democratic transparency: too much secrecy can prevent citizens and even some 
government officials from understanding or controlling these programs, but carefully 
managed secrecy is essential for national security. (Laidler, 2021) 

 

 

5. Foreign Espionage and Global Interest (Russia, China) 

Area 51 has always been surrounded by mystery, which naturally drew the attention of other 
powerful countries like Russia and China. During the Cold War, the Soviet Union closely 
watched American activities at the base, trying to learn about U.S. aircraft designs and spy 
technology. The U.S. even tested captured Soviet MiG fighter jets there to better understand 
enemy capabilities. Today, China shows a similar curiosity; its military researchers and online 
media often speculate about what really happens at Area 51, and some Chinese officials have 
even hinted at wanting to reveal what they believe are “hidden truths” about the site. China 
has also built its own secret base in Xinjiang, sometimes called “China’s Area 51,” showing 
how nations not only want to protect their own secrets but also uncover and publicize others’. 
This competition reflects a deeper struggle for global influence, where knowledge and 
exposure can be just as powerful as technology itself. 

 

 

5.1 ROLE OF NASA,  JOURNALISTS, AND WHISTLEBLOWERS  
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NASA 

What is nasa? 

NASA stands for National Aeronautics and Space Administration. NASA is a U.S. 

government agency that is responsible for science and technology related to air and space. 

The Space Age started in 1957 with the launch of the Soviet satellite Sputnik. 

NASA opened for business on Oct. 1, 1958. The agency was created to oversee U.S. space 

exploration and aeronautics research. 

Bottom line:  

NASA = civilian, open, science-focused. 

 Area 51 = military/intelligence, secret, defense-focused. They are separate organizations 

with distinct mandates. 

Both organizations work at the frontier of flight, aerospace engineering, and advanced 

materials. Because they operate in overlapping technical domains (aerodynamics, propulsion, 

high-speed flight, materials, sensors), occasional technical overlap or indirect transfers of 

knowledge or personnel can occur. Public interest is magnified because Area 51 is secretive 

while NASA is public so connections attract attention. 

During the Cold War (1950s–1970s); the paths of NASA and classified military aviation 

programs crossed in several important, mostly indirect ways: 

●​ Selection of Groom Lake for high-altitude programs: Groom Lake (Area 51) was 

chosen in the 1950s as a remote test site for the CIA / USAF U-2 reconnaissance 

program because it provided isolation for secret flight testing. The U-2 and later 

A-12/OXCART work were defense/intel programs but produced flight data relevant to 

high-altitude aerodynamics and atmosphere research.​

 

 



●​ Dual use of flight data: Some experimental flight data and aerodynamic knowledge 

from classified programs informed broader aeronautical science. In some cases, 

aircraft or derived variants were later used in open flight research or had public 

versions that NASA or academic researchers could study.​

 

●​ SR-71 / YF-12 collaboration: Engineering and aerodynamic knowledge produced by 

Lockheed’s Skunk Works and military test programs (nearby or overlapping ranges) 

were of interest to NASA researchers. NASA had programs at Edwards and Dryden 

(Armstrong) centers that cooperated with industry and military on high-speed flight 

research. This cooperation was typically managed via formal agreements or 

data-sharing channels, not by direct institutional mergers.​

 

Key examples commonly mentioned in declassified or public histories: 

●​ U-2: Tested at Groom Lake in the 1950s relevant to high-altitude flight research.​

 

●​ A-12 / OXCART and SR-71: Advanced prototypes whose aerodynamic and 

propulsion lessons influenced both military and civilian high-speed research.​

 

5.3 POST-COLD WAR AND 1980s 

●​ From the 1980s onward, Area 51’s role became more squarely focused on military 

prototyping (stealth, avionics, weapon systems). NASA continued its open research 

programs (spaceflight, aeronautics).​

 

●​ Direct institutional partnership is not public. NASA is a civilian agency that publishes 

research; Area 51 remains within defense/intelligence channels. Any cooperation 

today is usually indirect, limited, or mediated by other DoD/industry centers (e.g., 

Edwards AFB, industry partners such as Lockheed).​

 

 



●​ Technology transfer is possible but controlled. Examples of technology areas with 

cross-pollination include advanced materials (heat-resistant alloys, RAM coatings), 

aerodynamics models, and test methodologies (wind-tunnel, computational fluid 

dynamics). Transfers follow formal security, legal, and classification rules.​

 

LIMINTS AND REALITIES 

●​ No public, ongoing “joint program” similar to a formal NASA–Area 51 partnership 

exists in the public record. NASA’s publicly credited programs don’t list Area 51 as a 

primary partner.​

 

●​ Secrecy and oversight differences: Area 51 activities are classified and subject to 

military/intelligence oversight. NASA’s work is subject to civil oversight and public 

transparency mechanisms, grant processes, and peer review.​

 

●​ Personnel movement: Engineers, scientists, and contractors sometimes move between 

military contractors and NASA over careers; this creates informal knowledge flows.​

 

JOURNALISTS  

Area 51 has always been one of the most secretive and controversial military facilities in the 

world. Because of this secrecy, the role of journalists and whistleblowers has been crucial in 

shaping how the public understands the base and what happens there. Both groups have acted 

as bridges between hidden information and public awareness, although in very different 

ways. 

Journalists have been responsible for investigating, questioning, and revealing details about 

Area 51 that government sources often refuse to discuss. Since the 1950s, the media has 

helped uncover information through independent research, interviews, and Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA) requests. For example, in 2013, journalists reported on declassified 

CIA documents confirming the existence of Area 51 for the first time — ending decades of 

 



official denial. Reporters such as George Knapp brought national attention to Area 51 by 

interviewing former workers and researchers, including Bob Lazar. In doing so, journalists 

have contributed to transparency and accountability, ensuring that military secrecy does not 

completely exclude public oversight. 

However, journalism around Area 51 is not without risk. Because the facility is under strict 

surveillance and controlled by the U.S. Air Force, reporters have often faced legal or security 

barriers. Some independent researchers and photographers have had their materials 

confiscated or even been detained for approaching restricted areas. Despite these challenges, 

investigative journalists continue to play an essential role in providing the public with 

information about aerospace innovation, government secrecy, and the ethics of classified 

research. 

WHISTLEBLOWERS  

Whistleblowers, on the other hand, have influenced the Area 51 narrative from within. These 

are individuals who claim to have worked at or near the facility and have chosen to reveal 

information about its projects or practices. The most famous example is Bob Lazar, who in 

1989 publicly claimed to have been involved in reverse-engineering extraterrestrial 

technology at a nearby site called S-4. Although his story remains unverified and widely 

disputed, it brought massive global attention to Area 51 and inspired decades of research, 

speculation, and government responses. 

Whistleblowers highlight ethical concerns about secrecy and accountability. Their 

testimonies—whether true or exaggerated—raise important questions: What happens inside 

facilities the public cannot access? Who ensures that research there follows ethical and legal 

standards? By challenging silence and classified authority, whistleblowers have forced both 

journalists and governments to respond. 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

 



USC Viterbi. “Lost in Space: The Ethics of the Private Space Race.” USC Viterbi Conversations in 

Ethics, vol. 7, no. 2, 2022, 

vce.usc.edu/volume-7-issue-2/lost-in-space-the-ethics-of-the-private-space-race/. Accessed 1 Dec. 

2025. 

Royal Air Force. An Ethics Framework for Autonomous Weapon Systems. Royal Air Force Centre 

for Air and Space Power Studies / King’s College London, 2022, 

www.raf.mod.uk/what-we-do/centre-for-air-and-space-power-studies/aspr/aspr-vol22-iss3-3-pdf/. 

Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

UK Parliament. International Affairs Committee Report: Artificial Intelligence and Weapon Systems. 

UK Parliament, 2024, publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5804/ldselect/ldaiwe/16/16.pdf. Accessed 1 

Dec. 2025. 

USC Viterbi. “Eyes in the Sky: Ethical Considerations of Commercial Satellite Surveillance.” USC 

Viterbi Summer 2024 Course Material, 2024, 

vce.usc.edu/semester/summer-2024/eyes-in-the-sky-ethical-considerations-of-commercial-satellite-sur

veillance/. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

Petsopoulos, Benjamin. Dual-Use Aerospace Research. University of Virginia, 2020. PDF file, 

libraetd.lib.virginia.edu/downloads/mk61rj671?filename=Petsopoulos_Benjamin_STS_Research_Pap

er.pdf. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

NASA. Artemis Ethics and Society Report. NASA, 2023, 

www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/otps-artemis-ethics-and-society-report-final-9-21-02023-t

agged.pdf. PDF download. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


	3. The CIA’s history with Area 51 
	The U-2 Spy Planes at Area 51 
	Area 51 & spy planes  
	Nuclear weapons and deadly secrets 
	Radiation leaks  
	Area 51’s UFO links 
	Trying to enter Area 51  
	4.1 Ethical Boundaries in Military and Scientific Research 
	During the Cold War (1950s–1970s); the paths of NASA and classified military aviation programs crossed in several important, mostly indirect ways: 
	5.3 POST-COLD WAR AND 1980s 
	LIMINTS AND REALITIES 

